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AUTHOR NOTES

Truman Capote was born Truman Streckfus Persons on September 30, 1924, in New Orleans. He was deeply
affected by his early life where he bounced around from relative to relative after the divorce of his parents (his
father was imprisoned for fraud). He eventually settled in New York with his mother and her second husband,
whose surname he adopted. The young Capote got a job as a copyboy at The New Yorker in the early 1940s, but
was fired for inadvertently offending Pulitzer Prize winning poet, Robert Frost. The publication of his early

Capote associated himself with a wide range of writers and artists, h res, and international
celebrities, gaining frequent media attention for his exuberant social life. Hi e murder of a family
in Kansas led to the prolonged investigation that provided Blood (1966), his most
successful and acclaimed book. By “treating a real event with f1 to create a
new synthesis: something both “immaculately factual” and a ns: Truman
Capote’). However, its genre was defined from the : rm in The New
Yorker. The book exerted a fascination among a ershi iting had ever attracted

before.

He worked for many years on Answered P unfinished novel that was intended to be the
distillation of everything he had observed in and famous. An excerpt from it, published
in Esquire in 1975, appalled many of Capote [ its revelation of intimate secrets, and he

Nonfictio

Plays: The Grass Harp.
Screenplays: Beat the Devil, [férminal Station, The Innocents, A Christmas Memory, Laura.
Broadway Musicals: Hou lowers.

Profile: The Duke in h i
Novella: Breakfast at Tiffany’s.

Essays: Brooklyn Heights: A Personal Memoir.



