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AREA 1:
READING & THE STUDY OF TEXTS:
HE BAGHDAD BLOG

Chapter 1

be done either by
he text postings
rs, but written for an
log is an almost daily
ents in Iraq at the time of the US invasion.

3 until the 28™ June 2003: the collection
hich renders the book, like the blog,

gives it qualities of spoken conversation,
audience that could extend to hundreds o
up-dated journal maintained by Salam Pax;
The book is a collection of the postings fro
could have easily started earli

The postings are written for a ran - AW ern readership who needs Arabic cultural

i i nd peers; Salam himself. In this way, its genre is
only defined by inco onal diary, it is a phatic discourse amongst
friends like a written all, iti ing historical document being created as witness to the
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

The book has the blog entries with the dates in chronological order, more broadly organised into months.
There is no formal beginning or ending, and the reader joins the blog knowing that it follows on from a
previous blog. In this way, the reader is not provided with an orientation in the traditional way that one
expects when reading a book form, and the reader pieces together informatign from snippets and casual
references that are given without explanation. To fully appreciate the co , a reader is expected to be
aware of the events surrounding the Iraq invasion, as the writer in his 0-day deliberations obviously
assumes an acquaintance with these things. The dominant voice is th , but this has been
interwoven with fragments that have been posted. There are also excer s that provide the

When dealing with a text which has an unplanned structure |t
|mportance to the organlsatlon of ideas in a way that is espite the

Salam, it is interesting to observe a discernible patte i ints as the writer
dwells on the enormity of the situation and has to ) i cy, almost as a
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